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The American people get it. Dealing 
with the debt and deficit should be a 
top priority. Cut spending. No one has 
ever spent their way out of debt. 

Elizabeth from Williamsburg says, 
Fix the budget. Stop spending what we 
don’t have. 

Scott from Yorktown says, The U.S. 
taxpayers are on the hook for billions. 
Anyone with sense knows that a debt 
crisis cannot be solved with more debt. 

John from Quantico says, Please cut 
Federal spending. Congress is spending 
and borrowing too much. This must 
end. You must balance your books, and 
you must do so by cutting spending, 
not increasing taxes. 

Frank from Stafford simply says, 
Stop the spending. 

Diane from Williamsburg says, The 
national budget is way out of control. 
Citizens everywhere are so concerned 
about this that something has to be 
done right away. 

Raymond from Warrenton says, I am 
deeply concerned that our Nation is 
falling hopelessly into debt. I urge you 
to promote reduction in spending. Keep 
taxes low to motivate business and 
people to spend, not the government. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge us to 
adopt a budget. 
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b 1230 

IN RECOGNITION OF MAGGIE 
FAZENBAKER AND HER COMMIT-
MENT TO OUR TROOPS 

(Mr. TEAGUE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TEAGUE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate an extraordinary 
individual who has been a relentless 
supporter of our troops. For over 5 
years, Maggie Fazenbaker of 
Alamogordo, New Mexico, has been 
stuffing care packages to be sent to the 
men and women of our Armed Forces. 

Now the simple act of stuffing care 
packages for servicemembers is honor-
able enough, but there are a couple of 
extra twists when we look at Maggie’s 
story. You see, Maggie is only 17 years- 
old. Also, on May 14, Maggie and her 
corps of loyal volunteers stuffed hun-
dreds more packages, bringing the 
total number of care packages that 
Maggie has sent to 10,000. 

The care packages Maggie sends to 
our troops give them a small amount of 
comfort as they pursue their dangerous 
and important missions. We owe our 
troops great effort for even small com-
forts. Thank you, Maggie. 

God bless. 
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RENEWABLE ENERGY AND 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY CAUCUS 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, one of the most difficult challenges 
facing our Nation’s future is providing 

clean, affordable, and reliable energy. 
Rural America has tremendous wind 
potential. Unfortunately, these wind 
energy sources lack infrastructure, in-
cluding the expansion of transmission 
systems to deliver wind power from its 
sources to centers of population. 

We need to have the ability to create 
energy in one part of the country and 
use it in another without significant 
loss in either efficiency or usability. 
My friends, we need to continue to ex-
plore any and all viable forms of re-
search and development in renewable 
energy. 

On Thursday, Members of Congress 
will have the chance to see what the 
future may hold for our Nation’s en-
ergy resources at the 13th Annual Con-
gressional Renewable Energy and En-
ergy Efficiency Expo. There are still 
hurdles to overcome, and now is the 
time to begin working for a strong and 
diverse renewable energy portfolio. 
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ECONOMIC UPDATE 

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, 
when I was sworn into office in Janu-
ary of last year, our economy was on 
the verge of collapse. Thanks to deci-
sive action in Congress, our economy is 
turning around. We have created half a 
million jobs so far in 2010. Our country 
is on track to create more jobs this 
year than we created in the entire 
eight years of the Bush administration. 

In western Pennsylvania, our strong 
work ethic is driving our recovery. 
Companies like Talisman Energy and 
Kold-Draft Industries are creating new 
jobs in my district because western 
Pennsylvania is a good place to do 
business. Things are improving, but we 
still have a long way to go. We must 
continue to invest in American busi-
nesses and the American people. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to work together so we can 
help create jobs, support our busi-
nesses, and further our recovery. 

f 

LET’S GET TO WORK AND PASS A 
BUDGET 

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people vividly remember the 
contortions this Chamber went 
through to find the votes needed to 
pass cap-and-tax. We remember the 
arm twisting and backroom deals that 
secured the votes for the government 
takeover of health care. When it comes 
to the policies the American people op-
pose, this House has always found the 
votes. 

Yet, apparently, when it comes to 
passing a budget, something every fam-
ily and small business must do, the ma-
jority just can’t find enough votes to 
get it done. 

With almost $13 trillion in debt, and 
record deficits adding more every 
minute, is this majority so desperate 
to avoid facing the tough decisions 
that they are going to scrap the budget 
all together? Talk about burying your 
head in the sand. 

We are here to do a job, and passing 
a budget is a big part of that job. Let’s 
get to work. 

f 

DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL 
(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, you know, 
the Army Corps of Engineers had a say-
ing during World War II: ‘‘The difficult 
we do immediately. The impossible 
takes a little longer.’’ 

In 1993, President Clinton tried to do 
the impossible by lifting the decades- 
long ban on gay and lesbian soldiers 
serving openly in the military. Unfor-
tunately, Congress opposed him, and 
the discriminatory Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell law was passed. 

Since then, over 13,500 servicemem-
bers have been fired and countless 
other courageous and qualified Ameri-
cans have been prevented from serving. 
Well, it’s been 17 long and painful years 
since we tried to do the impossible. 

Congress now has the chance to end 
this injustice. The President agrees, 
the military agrees, the American peo-
ple agree. Let’s honor our Nation’s 
over 1 million gay veterans this Memo-
rial Day. This week, let’s lift the ban 
on gays serving openly once and for all. 

f 

LEGAL RELIEF FOR 
SERVICEMEMBERS 

(Ms. GRANGER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I was 
pleased to hear that Petty Officer Sec-
ond Class Matthew McCabe was acquit-
ted of all charges against him in rela-
tion to the capture and detention of 
Ahmed Hashim Abed, a conspirator in 
the 2004 murder of four U.S. contrac-
tors in Fallujah. 

Mr. McCabe can now rejoin his ship-
mates, Petty Officer Julio Huertas and 
Petty Officer Jonathan Keefe, who 
were both acquitted of all charges as 
well, with the juries reaching the same 
verdicts. 

While these have been acquitted, 
what is left behind is significant legal 
debt. All three men sought civilian 
counsel. Based on the results of these 
trials, I can understand their decision. 
Up against the United States Govern-
ment in court, the soldiers faced pros-
ecution with unlimited resources. 

Today I am introducing the Service 
Member Legal Relief Act, which reim-
burses soldiers who seek the best de-
fense available and are subsequently 
acquitted, or the charges dropped, in 
cases relating to the handling of ter-
rorists. Our warfighters face great per-
sonal risk every day on the front lines 
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